YOUTH CLIMATE
ASSOCIATION
NORTHERN IRELAND
CLIMATE ACT NI

QUANNAH
CHASINGHORSE
“Being out there on the land is what connects us
to each other. It is healing for us is when we all
go out together on the land. It’s what grounds
us and connects us, knowing that generations
of our ancestors have walked across those
lands.”
Quannah Chasinghorse is from the
Han Gwich’in and Lakota Sioux
Nations and recently helped win
protections for the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge, which the Trump
administration had opened to oil
drilling. The wildlife refuge is known as
“the place where life begins” to the
Gwich’in Nation.
Source :
https://www.vice.com/en/article/8xwvq3/11young-climate-justice-activists-you-need-topay-attention-to-beyond-greta-thunberg
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positive news
Plastic-Eating Enzyme

To help combat plastic pollution
which kills around 1 million
seabirds a year, scientists have
discovered a super-enzyme that
degrades plastic bottles six times
faster than before. This could be
used for recycling within just a year
or two.
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Global Day of
Action
Written by
George Poots
The 25th of September this year was the
chosen day of global action against the
climate crisis. It was initiated by Fridays For
Future and took place all across the globe
with more than 3,500 towns and cities in 154
countries taking part. From Berlin to Kenya,
strikers came out to stand in solidarity with
one another in the face of the climate crisis
(while being socially distanced, of course!!).
Swedish striker Greta Thunberg held a strike
alongside other activists outside the
Parliament building at Stockholm to mark
the action . This being her first large strike
after returning to school.

154
countries took
place

Here in Belfast we also marked the occasion. A
handful of strikers and activists from across Belfast’s
environmental organisations including YCANI,
extinction rebellion and FFF, gathered outside Belfast
City Hall to protest the injustices and inaction of our
government. Along with local striker Anna Kernahan
from Fridays For Future Northern Ireland, we
chanted and held our placards and banner high for all
to see.

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed, citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has"
Margaret Mead
It felt good to be back striking after so many months of having to stay in. I was
really empowered to be back in the field doing my part. It was my first strike
from school since lockdown started. Even though this does not compare to last
year’s strike in the terms of numbers, the atmosphere was incredible. I was glad
to see so many of us still fighting for climate justice and doing our part in
demanding action against the crisis. The general atmosphere of all the people
present was so comforting in the sense that lockdown has clearly made each of
us stronger activists, ready try harder than ever. The day in my opinion was a
complete success and hopefully all across the planet we shouted loud enough to
make ourselves heard and instill awareness to both the people on the streets
and the politicians sitting in the legislature. We want to show that we are all
prepared to keep fighting!

What they are saying...

“The day in my opinion was a complete success
and hopefully all across the planet we shouted
loud enough to make ourselves heard!“
George Poots, Belfast

“Being back on the streets felt really
empowering. And now, as we come out of the
pandemic, we need our leaders to step up and
make the right choices for Northern Ireland and that includes a legally binding Climate
Act!”
Andra Vladu, Belfast

“It was great to see everyone was well spaced out
and masked up, but still present and representing
the need for a Northern Irish Climate Act. We can’t
wait any longer, we need to act. It’s empowering to
see young people coming together to hold these
events.”
Elle, Belfast

our Campaign
Climate act nI
Aoife Greenberg
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So, you’ve heard that we want a
Climate Act for Northern Ireland, but
what actually is a Climate Act? In
short, a Climate Act is a long-term
framework that is legally binding
and aims to improve carbon
management with the goal of net
carbon emissions within a certain
timeframe (e.g. by 2050). It ensures
that action on climate change is not
derailed by changes in government
and will also hold them accountable
for this action.

Do other countries have Climate Acts?
The first global, legally binding climate change act was
originally set by the UK in November 2008 and states the goal
that greenhouse gas emissions must be net zero by 2050,
which will be aided by five-year carbon budgets. So far, the
UK has met the 1st and 2nd carbon budgets and are on track
to meeting the 3rd budget, yet stronger and more determined
actions will be needed to reach the budgets following them.
Since the introduction of the UK’s climate act, other countries
have followed such as Ireland, Sweden, Denmark and Finland,
which were all closely modelled from the UK Act.

our Campaign
Climate act now
Ireland brought forward their “Climate
Action and Low Carbon Development Act”
in 2015 and have since amended it in 2019
to have more ambitious targets and to be
more legally binding.However, despite the
UK and Ireland both having Climate Acts,
Northern Ireland still does not. It is implicit
that NI contributes to the UK effort of
reducing emissions but there is no specific
climate mitigation legislation in place for NI.
The Committee on Climate Change (UK)
has expressed its support for climate
change legislation in NI and, in 2015,
proposed NI have the long-term target of
80% reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions from the 1990 level by 2050 and
the setting up of a NI committee on climate
change as well.
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Not only will a climate act mean it is a legal requirement
to reduce carbon emissions but it will also ensure a just
transition, which, while reducing emissions, will work to
tackle inequality in our society and promote fair work
practice - maximising social and economic opportunities
for all. Climate acts must also protect vulnerable
biodiversity and key and endangered species, as well as
those most vulnerable in our society today. The
government cannot hide from and lie about what the
climate emergency is, an emergency, and it is vital that
widespread education is provided in schools and for the
public in order to spread awareness.

#ClimateActNI-Our
Demands
Written by Elle Park

Legally Binding Climate Act
As a group we insist that the Northern
Assembly write a legally binding Climate Act
themselves (for we can’t do it for them) taking a
path that keeps emissions at a minimum. It is
essential that they treat the climate crisis as an
emergency. They must treat it like we’re running
out of time. Because we are! A Climate Act
would have to outline the best possible methods
in keeping with the 1.5 degrees target set at
Paris in 2015. The Assembly needs to listen to
the best available scientific advice. This is the
only way we, as a country and as a world can
survive. Listening to science and acting upon
this is the only way we’re to lead a more
sustainable future, or simply have a future at all.

#ClimateActNi-Our
Demands

Energy Transition

Within a Climate Act it is essential that the
government must consider a range of different
sectors when moving forward, bringing emissions to
the lowest possible rate. They should establish a
climate change commission that advices the
government on the best way possible to keep
emissions at a minimum and to help keep within
targets. In order to keep emissions as low as they can
possibly be, we must begin to transition away from
harmful fossil fuels, instead looking at renewable
resources such as solar and wave energy, to name a
few. However, these renewable resources need to be
sourced in a way that does not affect biodiversity.

The Climate Act, as mentioned, should protect our biodiversity,
whether that be endangered species, carbon rich areas such as
bog land and peatland and overall sustaining the natural beauty
of our surroundings. The government must see to better waste
management, ensuring it is stored in a non-harmful fashion.
Sustainability should be taken into consideration in almost all
government plans, especially housing, in which new houses
should be built in a way that is compatible with low carbonn
emitting heating methods etc.

Sustainable
Development

#ClimateActNi-Our
Demands
Sustainable
Agriculture
Northern Ireland noticeably has an economic
reliance on agriculture. This reliance on farming
causes 27% of Northern Irelands carbon
emissions. Within a Climate Act, farming
methods should not be negatively affecting the
environment or biodiversity, and farmers should
be encouraged and supported in transitioning to
a path with lower carbon emissions and
sustainable farming. There should also be a just
transition to a green economy creating green
jobs , within agriculture and other sectors, to
actively encourage a green economy, as a result
a sustainable liveable future.

27%

of emissions
in NI are due
to Agriculture

Perhaps most dominantly, a climate act needs to
include climate education within schools and to the
public. The effectsof climate change, and how we
ourselves and as a nation can help, must be within
the school curriculum. More people need to be
educated on the climate crisis, to understand how
serious it is. This education has to be completely
truthful and aligned with the science to ensure
complete comprehension.

Climate
Education

#ClimateActNI

To put it simply, we demand
that a Climate Act is installed
to help our nation move
towards protecting
biodiversity becoming
carbon neutral and living
within our plate tray
boundaries in a sustainable,
green manner.

For more information Please visit our website :
ycani.org

hs2 - Basecamp
Protest
An Interview with Anna Kernahan
My name is Anna Kernahan and I am an 18 year old
climate activist from Belfast. I school strike for the
climate weekly with Fridays for Future.

hs2 - Basecamp
Protest

Why was it important to you to protest?
It was important to me to protest because I felt
like I had to do everything possible when
watching it happen online. I felt compelled to
do whatever I had the power to do. HS2 is
more than just a railway. It is a social justice
issue as people are being made homeless to
make room for it and it's costing taxpayers
over 100 billion pounds. It is also a climate
justice issue as over 108 ancient woodlands
are set to be destroyed along with countless
habitats and likely causing the extinction of
many native species.

hs2 - Basecamp
Protest
What were your main difficulties/ problems
when protesting? What did you do to overcome
them?
One of the main difficulties was actually getting to one
of the protection camps because they are all
obviously in England and we didn't want to fly due to
environmental reasons. We set up a Go Fund Me and
raised the funds for the night ferry and trains, which
turned out to be very successful. For me personally,
the next biggest issue was the security and police. I
found them quite intimidating and knew of their
violent actions previously, so although we weren't
doing anything wrong it was still quite scary. But as
the week went on it became normal and we had
conversations with them casually.

hs2 - Basecamp
Protest
How did you protect yourself/ ensure you
didn't suffer burnout when protesting for long
periods of time?
Although we were doing things every day, being
surrounded by ancient woodlands, going for walks
through the nearby wheat fields and bonding with
the other environmental protectors at the camp did
wonders for my mental health. I think being
surrounded by nature (even if we were watching it
being destroyed a lot of the time) meant I came
home with an improved mental health than when I
first arrived. Also, the lack of internet connection
there meant i was able to fully be present in nature
and not worry about other commitments.

hs2 - Basecamp
Protest
What did you see and learn from your
experiences at HS2 camp?
There was a lot of juxtaposition in what I saw at
Crackley Woods camp. On the one hand, it was
devastating to physically watch trees being felled
before your eyes and hear the sound of chainsaws
against wood, but on the other hand I saw true
human kindness from the people there. Some of
the people live at these camps and they welcomed
us into their home, shared their meals, taught us
invaluable skills and were incredible. It gave me a
sense of hope that there are people who care
about this planet and are willing to fight for it. I
learnt that no matter how overwhelming the
climate crisis may be, we must keep fighting and
there is a point to activism.

hs2 - Basecamp
Protest

