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“ Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere .”
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DOES NORTHERN
IRELAND HAVE A
RACISM
PROBLEM?
In short, yes.

of reported race hate crimes
did not result in a prosecution
nor even a warning to
offenders.

The Guardian, 2017 (data
from the PSNI)

RACIALLY
MOTIVATED CRIMES
NOW EXCEED
SECTARIAN ONES IN
NORTHERN IRELAND
It is clearly not just America's problem. Northern
Ireland, which is 99% white, holds the UK's record for
the highest number of racist attacks. (The Guardian,
2011)
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number of racist incidents in
northern ireland

percentage of 18-24 year olds
in Northern Ireland that
wouldn't accept an Eastern
European as a close friend.

Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey 2017
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RACISM IN THE TIME
OF A CLIMATE CRISIS
By Holly Harrison

he coming August 20th marks a 2year anniversary of the climate
school strikes– sparked by Greta
Thunberg in 2018. Knees hunched up
with a sign propped
against her side in front of the
Swedish parliament, she was 15 at
the time, but looking younger and
her thin frame was symbolic of the
vulnerable state of the
planet. This remarkable girl soon
drew attention – with hundreds of
followers on twitter and the
beginning of media attention,
embers that would spread like
wildfire. However, it was not until
the heart-wrenching speech she
delivered at the 2018 United Nations
Climate Change Conference (COP24)
that I heard of her.

I remember distinctly listening to the
words she spoke with my family at
the kitchen table. It was a call to
action that snagged my conscious –
drawing upon fear and urgency I had
not felt since I was 7 years old,
tearing up as I watched Blue Planet
for the first time. I have always been
aware of global warming; it was a
dull worry that throbbed in the back
of my mind from an early age and
was perplexed by the idea that
plastic never went away and yet
every day we created more. With
renewable sources
such as solar, wind, hydro and
geothermal energy I couldn’t fathom
why we were
still burning coal and pumping oil. I
had asked teachers and parents but
had received no conclusive
explanation – simply that we
shouldn't but we are and that I didn’t
have to worry. So, I stopped.
Not entirely, but for 10 years it
became enough to just recycle

plastic bottles and turn the tap off when I brushed my teeth, it felt enough to be
vegetarian, it felt
enough to use my own shopping bags and get the bus to school. It felt enough,
yet watching the images of sheet ice crumbling into swathes of churning black
waters and bleached white acres of barren coral reefs told me it wasn’t. It never
had been. Greta's speech was a wake-up moment that reignited my passion and
it was this feeling that drove me to join over 4 million on a global climate strike
on September 20th. It was the momentum I needed to reengage with the climate
crisis. I read more, I watched more and I learned all I could. I rediscovered
the devastating truths and I revamped my life. I knew it was no longer enough
to be passively eco-friendly. I knew that I had to be pushing for a better future
every single day because a failure to acknowledge and accept the urgency of the
situation meant a failure to bring justice.
And this year, just two years after one of the largest global advocations for justice
was sparked by the peaceful protests of the public, we are reminded of yet anothe
indisputable oppression – racism. The death of George Floyd, 46, occurred on May
25th after being arrested by police in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The footage of the
arrest showed a white police officer, Derek Chauvin, kneeling on Mr Floyd's neck
while he was pinned to the ground, shouting “I can’t breathe” for nine minutes. Th
four officers involved were fired a day later, and that night

the protests began. Since then the
BLM movement has only grown in
strength, garnering news coverage
and social media attention with the
#blackoutteusday and
#justiceforfloyd.
In the same way that Greta’s outrage,
sorrow and demands for justice
resonated with me, the chanting of
BLM protestors around the globe has
held me accountable to my passive
rejection of racism. It has reminded
me that the climate crisis will only
expose and amplify the divides and
injustices within our society and it
will mean nothing to tackle our CO2
emissions if we do not dismantle the
structural discrimination within
society alongside it. If temperatures
rise in the next 10 years as they are
predicted food costs and heatrelated health conditions are to rise
significantly – when “Black workers
with degrees earn 23.1 per cent less
on average than White workers" and
“Black African women had a mortality
rate four times higher than White
women in the UK”it would be naive
to assume that this will affect all
communities equally.
Just as COVID-19 has unveiled
systemic inequalities that
disproportionally affect
BAME groups, climate change will hit
the poorest, most vulnerable and
often already persecuted groups
hardest.
This is why it is no longer enough to
just be “not racist”. We must strive to
eradicate racism and actively
campaign against it. This may mean
signing petitions and writing to MPs,
teaching your children and opening

up difficult conversations with family and
friends, supporting local black businesses
and
advocating for better representation,
support and protection in your workplace
or
even simply educating yourself on race
issues and realising your privilege.
Disparity and suffering come in many
forms, from structural racism to
internalised sexism and the existential
threat of the climate crisis. Not one
eclipses the other, it is a case of
interconnectedness that means we must
fight it
from all sides. And so, in the struggle for a
better future, we must all take on
ourselves to do what we can in the
moment and urge others in power to do all
they can do to achieve what is right.

SONGS OF THE
REVOLUTION
By Aisling Gardiner

THE REVOLUTION WILL NOT BE TELEVISED: GIL
SCOTT HERON
STRANGE FRUIT: BILLIE HOLIDAY
WHAT'S GOING ON: MARVIN GAYE
A CHANGE IS GONNA COME: SAM COOKE
MISSISSIPPI GODDAM: NINA SIMONE
FIGHT THE POWER: PUBLIC ENEMY
SAY IT LOUD: I'M BLACK AND I'M PROUD: JAMES
BROWN
BLACK RAGE: LAURYN HILL

BELFAST
JUNE 3RD

ARTICLE BY
KAITLYN LAVERTY

"The BLM protest was breath taking. Supporters of
BLM assembled around the front of Belfast City hall
on the 3rd of June. As the chants started, you could
hear and feel and see the strong emotions which
inspired this action. We were angry. We still are. And
what’s more, communities all over the world are
too. I attended this protest because of the raging
embedded injustice and bias against Black people
in society - in healthcare, in housing, within the
‘justice’ system, in the job market... this list could go
on. Let’s not forget the disproportionate toll of

George Poots, member of YCANI
at the protest

COVID 19 on BAME
communities due to a
global health equity
crisis. We demanded
for Black Lives to be
recognised as opposed
to oppressed. I saw
parents with their
children, punk
teenagers and elderly
people all standing

together in unity and calling for justice.
Believe it or not, social justice and
climate justice are one in the same. Air
pollution, natural disasters and chaotic
weather are only a handful of the
devastating havocs of climate change
which disproportionately affect BAME
communities. The perpetrators of
ecological destruction deepen this
scar with factors such as toxic waste
dumping and income inequality. This
systematic sabotage will not be
tolerated. YCANI stands with BLM and
we will continue advocating for justice.

Kaitlyn Laverty with her sign
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Protestors kneeling on June 3rd

OMAGH
JUNE 5TH

On June 5th 2020 a vigil
for George Floyd was held
in Omagh, organised by
YCANI members Orlagh
Duncan and Aoibhin
Spriggs. This vigil allowed
the community to come
together and mourn the
tragic death of this
innocent man and others
who were murdered by
Police in the USA (and all
over
the world)

We are people who feel the injustices in the world, we are people who
want to see this world become a better place. We are a Climate and
Environmental organisation, so some may ask; what does this have to do
with us? Well the answer is easy, the murder of George Floyd has
everything to do with us, we will fight racial injustice along with climate
injustice because climate injustice is and always has been impossible
without racial injustice. Climate change is not only an environmental
issue, but a human rights issue. BIPOC groups feel the effects of climate
change more than non-BIPOC groups.
The Guardian (2011) revealed Northern Ireland holds the UK's record for
the highest rate of racist attacks. This is a fact that should shock and
disgust us and something that needs to be talked about and addressed.
This is why it was so important to have these black lives matter protests
in Northern Ireland. We need racial justice.

Image from the George Floyd vigil in Omagh.

Artwork by George Poots

SAY THEIR
NAMES
What George had to
say about his art
piece: "I just think
it's a really
important cause
that i'm passionate
about and am trying
to use my privilege

to raise awareness wherever I can, even through my art."

GEORGE FLOYD BREONNA TAYLOR
ATATIANA JEFFERSON ERIC GARNER
TAMIR RICE ALTON STERLING
BOTHAN JEAN STEPHANIE CLARKE
AURA ROSSER AHMAUD ARBERY

Artwork by Georgia Allen

"LISTEN FULLY
TO THE
EXPERIENCES
OF PEOPLE OF
COLOUR"
This painting isn't of any particular
person. At first I painted them just
as something to look pretty.
However, from looking at various
informational resources and
graphics I felt inspired to include
some of the important messages I
learned and make this person
I painted
more than
just visual art
but an
educational
tool,
something to
inspire others
to learn and
and remind them
of the racial
injustice and
corruption black
people face.

"WAKE UP &
SMELL THE
CORRUPTION"

HOW POLICY INFLUENCES
ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM
By Andra Vladu
As climate change has gotten
progressively worse over the
past several decades, there
has been a collision between
environmental racism and
climate change. The Black
Lives Matter movement has
also more recently drawn
attention to the racial
injustices faced by black
communities, not only in
America, but all over the
world. These racial injustices
are also apparent in
environmental policy making
as minority groups of lower
socio-economic status are
negatively impacted by the
policies meant to protect
them. In this article, we will
look at how government
environmental policies impact
minorities and the action
needed to be taken to ensure a
just transition and policy
making for all.
What does environmental racism
mean, exactly? Wikipedia defines
it as “injustice that occurs within
a racialized context both in
practice and policy”.

"A large body of evidence reveals that people
of colour and minorities of lower socioeconomic income are at greater
environmental and health risk than the
majority of society.
This is because the environmental movement
and the institutions responsible for
environmental policy making have been
historically dominated by white middle-class
citizens. This chronic lack of diversity among
environmental policy-makers is what defines
the evolution of environmental injustice."

HOW POLICY INFLUENCES
ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM
By Andra Vladu

After some research, many of the complaints of environmental racism can
be traced to three main points:
1. The failure of regulations to provide adequate environmental
protections for minorities and those living in poverty.
2. Inequality and disproportionately in the distribution of benefits and of
regulations.
3. The inability for minorities and those living in poverty to take part in
decision making.

ALL OF THESE PROVE THAT ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM IS SYSTEMATIC

As communities and policy-makers plan for
rising seas due to climate change, it is now
easier to recognize than ever the deep histories
of racism that have shaped these socioecological formations of coastal regions.
Historically, the federal government put
minorities and black communities on land they
believed to be worthless, mostly in places which
are going to be affected worst by climate
change. If this history goes unrecognized, what
we label “colorblind adaptation” planning will
deepen to
environmental racism and lead to discrimination, as policies will be made that benefit
some populations, but abandon others. Colourblind adaptation planning refers to
adaptation planning projects that overlook racial inequality, or worse dismiss its systemic
causes.

HOW POLICY
INFLUENCES
ENVIRONMENTAL
R A C I S M By Andra Vladu
Minorities in America have and are
still suffering environmental
racism from policies made. For
example, a manufacturer of
electrical transformers in North
Carolina dumped tons of cancercausing PCB waste along the
highways. When it was time to
clean up, the North Carolina
government chose Warren – a
small, predominantly AfricanAmerican town – for the toxic
waste facility. It is clear the
government chose this small
community for these exact reasonsbecause it is small and they could
do nothing about putting an end to
the contract.
New studies have found that “an
African-American child is three
times more likely to go into the
emergency room for an asthma
attack than a white child, and twice
as likely to die from asthma attacks
than a white child. African
Americans

are more likely to die from lung
disease, but less likely to smoke.”
These deaths are happening due to
air pollution as most coal-fired
power plants are built near AfricanAmerican communities, which goes
to show that race is the influential
factor to affect policy making in
many areas, but especially when it
comes to environmental justice in
America! According to Dr. Robert
Bullard, “Race is still the potent
factor for predicting where Locally
Unwanted Land Uses (LULUs) go. A
lot of people say its class, but race
and class are intertwined. Because
the society is so racist and because
racism touches every institution –
employment, housing, education,
facility siting, land use decisions –
you really can’t extract race out of
decisions that are being made by
persons who are in power when the
power arrangements are unequal.”

HOW POLICY
INFLUENCES
ENVIRONMENTAL
R A C I S M By Andra Vladu
Although environmental racism is
seen most prominently in America
when it comes to policy making and
government decisions, the European
Union isn’t innocent either!
An example of environmental racism
that has been seen has been in
particular towards Romani
communities. After the EU accession
for the post-socialist countries, the
peripheral land, in which the
segregated Romani settlements and
their inhabitants live become viewed
as “zones beyond government
responsibility and EU citizenship”.
This has caused the lack of basic
services such as clean water,
housing, sanitation and access to
education affecting marginalized
Romani communities. This also puts
the Roma community at a very high
risk of the impacts of climate
change with no policies to protect
them against the most detrimental
impacts of more extreme weather
events and environmental injustices.

These are just some examples of
environmental racism, but this is
happening all around the world to
minorities. Environmental injustice
is about the state creating sacrifice
zones where they place LULUs and
sometimes even discarding the land
of minorities as outside of their
country . The justification for this is
always an economic one, for
example that building chemical
plants on so-called cheap lands
where poor people and people of
color live because it is “cheaper”.
However, this land is cheap because
all the wealth and economic
opportunities have been stripped
out. “The people who live in these
areas are unseen, unheard and
undervalued.”

HOW POLICY
INFLUENCES
ENVIRONMENTAL
R A C I S M By Andra Vladu
CAUSES OF ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM INCLUDE:
Systematic and covert racism, underrepresentation and
discrimination, unequal regulation enforcement, and
unequal political power. These factors don't function
independently, but rather together. Low-income and
minority communities are often more likely to have less
political power, and thus are less likely to have their voices
heard by regulators.
Policymakers should identify solutions that combat each
known cause of environmental injustice. They should also
provide:
Opportunities for community
involvement through individual
environmental justice projects and
record environmental proposed
solutions. By understanding the causes
of environmental injustice, they can
achieve a lasting reduction in
environmental harm and an end to
environmental racism.

BAME people are exposed
to

28%

more harmful pollutants
than their white
counterparts

The Guardian 2020 (data from
Public Health England)

Environmental
Racism and COVID-19
In the UK, BAME communities are
disproportionately affected by poor air quality
and air pollution. Air pollution can cause many
respiratory and cardiovascular conditions,
significantly increasing the risk of death from
COVID-19.

Office For National
Statistice

This has been tentaitevely linked to
disproportionate rates of infection,
hospitalistaion and death from COVID-19
for BAME populations

50%

increased risk of dying
after getting COVID-19
for BAME compared to
their white counterparts

The Guardian 2020

Social Justice For
Climate Justice
By Erin Robinson

In the current political climate, it
is important to acknowledge the
relevance and significance of
racism within environmentalism.
Historically, the climate justice
movement has roots in the south
of America.
The Warren, North Carolina,
protests of 1982 are considered
one of the earliest examples of
the movement. A manufacturer
of electrical transformers
dumped tons of PCB waste along
North Carolina’s highways. When
it came time for the clean up, the
North Carolina government
chose Warren – a small,
predominantly African American
town – for the toxic waste
facility. There were weeks of
protests and over 500 arrests

I spoke to local Belfast climate
activist, Ushnik Banerjee about
his experiences as a POC within
the climate justice movement.
He speaks about the racism he
has experienced with in the
movement, 'I have seen bias in
the media against people of
colour. There have been strikes
where we’ve had multiple poc’s,
but media footage only shows a
crowd of white people. The
media, even/especially in NI,
have a tendency to white wash
climate activism.'

As young people dealing with
the climate crisis, we all
experience eco-anxiety;
especially during the current
COVID crisis.
Butdo BIPOC experience this to a
higher level?'I think there is
definitely a potential.
The global south will be far
worse hit by the climate crisis,
and for POC’s living in those
countries that will definitely
have a huge impact on their ecoanxiety.'
Often countries and people who
have contributed least to the
climate crisis experience the
effects in ten-fold. People who
live in impoverished countries
and more vulnerable to the
effects of climate change.
We have a duty and a
responsibility to our fellow
humans, and members of the
climate justice movement, to be
allies to the best of our ability.
'

!
I think we all need to be aware
of the exacerbated affects of
climate crisis on the global
south. We also need to support
our POC climate activists and
make sure they get fair
representation.
I think we all need to
acknowledge that there is racism
within the climate movement,
and we need to make sure that
we’re all educated about racism
and that we all work to deal with
it.'
The current climate demands
change, and to tackle the climate
crisis, we must demand social
justice.

