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Welcome to the NISCN newsletter!
We are delighted to be launching the official Northern Ireland Students’ Climate Network
(NISCN) newsletter. This monthly newsletter will provide you with all the details that you need to
know about the climate justice movement that is spearheaded by students in Northern Ireland.
If you care about our planet, this is the newsletter for you!
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FEBRUARY 2020 STRIKES

This month’s strikes took place on February 14th. Strikes were held in Belfast,
Derry/Londonderry, and Omagh.

Belfast

P
 hotos by Adam Martin

The strike on the 14th of February was big for us. Not only
was it Valentine’s Day, but it was also the one year
anniversary of our first local youth strike. The difference
one year can make gives me so much hope. Last February
a group of maybe 15 strikers clustered outside of city hall
with a few placards. The 14th this year included singing,
dancing, chanting, cake and letter writing in Corn Market
including about 200 people. Our progress as a group was
undeniably worth celebrating, however the event of
Valentines only added to the love. We invited members of
the public to write love letters to the earth which we then hand delivered to Stormont the following week.
It couldn’t have gone better in my opinion. The cake was well deserved.
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Omagh 

P
 hotos by Hannah McGirr

The youth strike on Valentine’s Day was
attended by a small but passionate group of
climate change activists and climate justice
supporters from Omagh and the surrounding
areas. We were joined by members of local
trade unions and Socialist Party NI. The strike
was an opportunity to talk about what we can
do as individuals to help fight the climate
crisis, and how we can ensure that the
climate emergency that was enacted by Stormont at the start of February leads to quantifiable
change. Speakers told those who attended about individual changes that they are making to
their everyday lifestyle, and how ‘Every Little Helps’ in the battle against climate change. Omagh
will next strike on April 3rd as part of a day of global action.
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WE DEMAND CHANGE!
As I’m sure most of you have seen, the polls are looking very bleak on the climate front. We
young people demanded a climate election. We even sacrificed our own education to show you
how much we care about our future. But the adults have failed us yet again.
What they don’t realise is that all they’ve done is fuel our anger and our motivation. You’ve only
seen the very beginning of what we can do. It’s only going to get harder for you to ignore us.
A lot of people say to me in Twitter comments that I’m only striking to skip school. But if that
were true, I wouldn’t be here. I don’t want to be out here in the freezing cold December weather
when I could be in a nice, warm classroom.
But I feel as if I have to.
All of us young people who strike do so because we are scared. We are scared that we have
only 11 years left to stop the climate crisis, and five of those years will be ruled by a government
that cares more about Brexit than the survival of the entire ecosystems currently collapsing or
the Indigenous people being burned to death by forest fires.
We are too young to vote on the decisions that will affect our entire future so we must take to
the streets to get our voices heard. I don’t think Westminster realise the true power young
people hold in this country.
We are on the right side of history, but they are just too immature to admit it.
Anna Kernahan, Belfast
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THE HUMAN CONDITION
To have empathy is an emotion so entirely associated with the state of being, of humanity and having a
heart, and yet we have abandoned all of it in a scramble for money via institutions that are committing
slow arson against the creation we call home.
How can we remain ignorant and unsympathetic to those who are asking us for help?
A key part of the human condition has been abandoned by the power-hungry, money-hungry monsters
who have no regard for any life other than their own. How could we encourage such a thing to occur and
continue throughout time? How could we sit by knowingly without moderating the behaviour of the elite?
We have used all the power at our disposal to make something of what little we have. The people who
have obtained the most; the most power, the most money, the most influence, have let their power for
effective, positive change sit dormant in their banks and their offices for far too long. We demand a return
to the humanity they seem to have lost. We are young, we are not in control of the world that we will
inherit. We have no decisions on its fate but we are here to tell you that we are not naive. We are not
stupid. We have empathy to a degree that billionaires cannot understand.
We can read statistics about wildfires and co2 levels and interpret them with a degree of panic and fear
and intelligence, from a perspective of inheriting, from having to live on for far longer than the people in
power. Our existence is not permanent. We are an ever evolving species and the world will turn on,
without us or with us, but we are securing our own fate by creating an apocalyptic society. How many
apocalypse movies have you seen that end in happy situations and fulfilling chapter closes?
None.
In works of fiction where technology exists to a far higher standard than we currently maintain, they
cannot win. They cannot win because their leaders are ignorant, because their leaders benefit from their
destruction due to the income it produces.
But real wealth isn't money.
Real wealth is love and legacy and all the other cheesy things I could insert to persuade the masses.
Leaders in apocalyptic fiction always bring about the downfall of children and adults alike who don't
deserve it. Those who are poor and attempting to make something for themselves. Those who are
downtrodden and trying to recuperate. It is never fair. It is never the ones who contribute the most who
experience the consequences. They sit in their bubbles with protective measures in place, gates and
moats and guards. Leave the vulnerable citizens that they are meant to protect exposed. Tell those with
power, safe in their tower: we will not obey. A story of revolution, not unlike our own, shares words with
our movement, a powerful man withheld the bare minimum needed for survival from kids who knew no
better.
But we know better. We are telling you what better is, and that is the most heart-breaking thing. We know
better than the adults who ignore us because we listen, we read, we educate ourselves, we do not let
ignorance block our last chance at survival. All we want is to live, freely and wholly. We must challenge
ourselves and those around us to be better and do better. We beg all of you to have empathy, as we
check ourselves for it also.
A return to humanity is vital at this stage of destruction.

Erin Robinson, Belfast
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REFILL QUARTER: FOOD SHOPPING OF THE FUTURE

Our supermarkets are full of plastic. Everything we buy is wrapped in a layer of single-use
plastic that will, in many cases, outlive us. Supermarkets contribute a minimum of 59 billion
pieces of single-use plastic to our plastic pollution problem each year, according to their own
data. We cannot let this go on. It simply is not sustainable.
How food is sold needs to be completely rethought. A shop already taking on this challenge is
Refill Quarter on the Belmont Road in Belfast. It opened its doors on the 7th
  September 2019,
making history as the first dedicated zero waste shop in the city.
Hello! Could you please introduce yourself?
Hi, I’m Alice, co-owner of Refill Quarter
Why did you decide to create Refill Quarter? What are your aims?
I have spent many years being conscious of waste, trying to use second hand where possible,
reusing my coffee cup and water bottle and being a devout recycler. When zero waste shops
started to pop up in other cities, we decided Belfast needed one too. We did some research and
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decided to take the plunge. Our hope was to offer a choice for consumers so they could decide
what packaging they used and how much of a product they needed.
What types of food does Refill Quarter stock?
Mostly dried food such as cereals, pasta, rice, nuts, seeds, pulses, dried fruit, flour, sugar, herbs
and spices, tea and coffee also some sweets and treats. We also sell liquids for refill such as
washing up liquid, hand soap, laundry liquid, body wash, shampoo & conditioner. Other items
include sparkling water, oils, vinegars, maple syrup and eco-friendly alternatives such as
bamboo toothbrushes, shampoo bars, reusable coffee cups etc.
How has Refill Quarter been received by the public?
With incredible positivity and support! When we posted a photo of our handwritten sign in the
shop window saying ‘Belfast’s first zero waste shop is coming’ it went viral, reaching 45,000
accounts on Instagram. That was when we knew that Belfast was ready and raring to go. We
were inundated with messages of support, it was phenomenal.
What would you say to convince people to start shopping in zero / low waste shops
instead of supermarkets?
That a big element of zero waste shopping is not just about the packaging but also the concept
of you only buying what you need. If you fancy baking a cake but don’t want to have to buy a
whole stack of ingredients, come in and simply buy the exact quantities in the recipe. You don’t
need to buy more than you need. Plus, it’s way more interactive and fun!
The idea of Refill Quarter is to eliminate plastic waste from our food shopping. Do you
think the government is doing enough on a national scale to tackle the issue of
single-use plastic and waste?
Our main aims are to reduce all single use packaging and to reduce food waste, it would be nice
to see the government doing the same. We don’t believe enough is being done by the
government to create the rapid change needed. Legislation is necessary to enforce the changes
required by powerful companies which would make a big change to society.
Anything you would like to add?
The most sustainable option is the one you already own. We encourage people to bring their
own containers no matter what they are or what they’re made of, it’s all about reusing what we
have.
Adam Martin, Belfast
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ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD...

Heathrow, London.

According to the Paris Agreement, a third runaway at Heathrow Airport is illegal. The
government's decision to authorise this was unlawful as it failed to take climate
promises into consideration. The third runway could be finished by 2028 and would
produce a large rise in carbon emissions as it would bring 700 planes per day. It was
argued that the government had failed to assess how a third runway would align with
the Paris Agreement of keeping temperature rise close to 1.5C.
The idea was defeated in a landmark Court of Appeal Ruling. Three top judges said the
National Policy Statement - which allowed the runaway- was drawn up unlawfully
because the Transport Secretary, Chris Grayling, didn't take into account the noise
pollution, air quality and traffic congestion that it would produce.

Boris Johnson, the Prime Minister, is breathing a sigh of relief; as he had claimed that
he would, 'lie down in front of the bulldozers' in order to prevent the construction of the
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third runway, before he was even Prime Minister). He said the decision had made
reducing climate emissions "a priority for any major infrastructure project" in future.
Despite the ruling of the Court Appeal, Lord Justice Lindblom has decreed that the
creation of the runway has not been neglected entirely. It was still possible for the
government to re-appeal for the construction of the third runway, although they have
decided not to appeal. However, Heathrow has stated that it will appeal.
'Heathrow has taken a lead in getting the UK aviation sector to commit to a plan to get
to net zero emissions by 2050.'
The Heathrow expansion leads back to 2003, when a labour government recommended
a third runway. But the plan has always been a subject of controversy and alternatives
have been searched for ever since. Businesses have argued that it is vital to increase
the capacity of the airport, in risk of it falling behind.
However, this runway could have devastating effects for the community around it. The
Appeal Court has not lifted the threat of the destruction of homes in the path of where
the third runway would be situated. Around 750 houses in the villages of Longford,
Sipson and Harmondsworth. London's mayor, Sadiq Khan, had supported the ban on
the runway, stating that: "A new runway at Heathrow would have serious consequences
on climate change, on air quality, on noise pollution, on road and rail networks and on
the quality of life in our city."
This has been considered to have wider implications, that have been praised. It has
been considered a sign of shifting attitudes towards the reality of the climate crisis.
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OUR STRIKES
We have strike groups in locations across Northern Ireland:
●

Belfast

●

Derry/Londonderry

●

Enniskillen

●

Omagh

●

Portrush

NEXT STRIKES: March 13th
(more information available on social media)
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Contact us
General Queries

Belfast

Enniskillen

Twitter: @ni__scn

Twitter: @ys4cbelfast

Instagram:

Instagram: @ni.scn

Instagram: @ys4cbelfast

Email: ukscnni@gmail.com

Facebook: Youth Strike 4

@ys4cenniskillen
Omagh

Climate Belfast

Twitter: @ys4comagh

Derry/Londonderry

Instagram: @ys4comagh

Twitter: @ys4cderry

Portrush

Instagram: @ys4cderry

Instagram: @ys4cportrush

Our Team
Editor In Chief: Ailís Keyes, Omagh
Belfast Correspondent: Kaitlyn Laverty, Belfast
Omagh Correspondent: Ailís Keyes, Omagh
Blogs Editor: Sam Atkinson, Belfast
Interviewer: Adam Martin, Belfast
World News Editors: Sam Atkinson, Belfast; Erin Robinson, Belfast
Proofreader: Erin Robinson, Belfast
With special thanks to Hannah McGirr (Instagram: @hannahmcgirr_photography), Omagh, and
Adam Martin, Belfast, for the photography.
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