


New Beginnings… 
 
A lot has changed since our last newsletter. We have a new name, new demands, and a 
new campaign to share.  
Firstly, on May 22nd, we changed our name from NISCN to Youth Climate Association 
Northern Ireland (YCANI). This name change has given us a strengthened sense of identity 
and a newfound autonomy. We have used this name change to rejuvenate the youth climate 
movement in Northern Ireland. 
We have also updated our demands. Our five demands are: Our Future, Our Education, Our 
Voice, Our Environment and Our Community. You can find out more about our demands on 
our website, ycani.org. 
Finally, and arguably most importantly, we have launched a new campaign. 
#GreenRecoveryNI is a campaign focused on ensuring the economic recovery out of 
COVID-19 is green, sustainable, and protects the rights of workers. On Friday 29th May, 
YCANI members in both Belfast and Omagh took to the streets for the first time since 
February. Our Belfast activists protested outside Stormont, using signs and lifesize stencils 
(made by our resident artist Kaitlyn Laverty!) to demand a green recovery. In Omagh, our 
activists decided on the theme “Steps to a Green Recovery”. They drew chalk footprints all 
around the town, writing key factors to a green recovery underneath each. Both actions 
complied with the governments’ current social distancing regulation and our activists wore 
adequate PPE as well. 
We hope you enjoy this newsletter. For more current and up-to-date news and blog posts 
about our campaigns and events, please check out ycani.org. 
Enjoy! 
 
Ailís Níc Aoidh, Omagh 
 











Indigeneous Injustice 
There has been an increase in armed invasions to drive indigenous people in 
Brazil out of their protected lands since the election of Jair Bolsonaro. Right after 
his inauguration, Bolsonaro issued an executive order which made decisions 
surrounding the indigenous protected lands responsibility of the Minsitry for 
Agriculture. This means that the leader can deny any claims to the land and open 
up their lands to mining and farming, which could see their tribal lands destroyed 
as a result. 
According to The Indigenous Missionary Council, invasions have increased by 
150% since October. 
One of the orders issued hours after Bolsonaro’s inauguration, made it all but 
impossible for new lands to be identified and demarcated for indigenous 
communities.New health minister Luiz Henrique Mandetta also suggested on the 
next day that there would be spending cuts in health care for the indigenous 
Brazil is home to roughly 850,000 indigenous people representing around 300 
tribes. This includes around 100 uncontacted tribes, the largest number of any 
country in the world. 
Indigenous lands account for about 13 percent of Brazil's territory and have long 
been a source of conflict with outsiders looking to exploit the area. 
Jair Bolsonaro has not been shy about his opinions surrounding the Indigenous 
people who inhabit Brazil. In 2018, he has been noted to have claimed, 'I am not 
getting into this nonsense of defending land for Indians.' And Bolsonaro told the 
Brazilian newspaper, Correio Brazilienese in 1998 that, it’s a shame that the 
Brazilian cavalry wasn’t as efficient as the Americans, who exterminated the 
Indians”. 
Cleber Buzzatto, executive secretary of The Indigenous Missionary Council, said 
the changes Mr Bolsonaro has introduced regarding the protection of indigenous 
lands could lead to “ethnocide”. Ethnographer, Sydney Possuelo, agrees, stating 
that, “Loggers, miners, hunters, fishermen who invade reservations think the 
president is on their side now." 
Attempting to remove these lands from the Indigenous communities in Brazil is 
an unjust stripping of cultural freedom, and the handing over these lands to 
mining and farming could have a drastic effect on global climate change. 
 
Erin Robinson, Belfast 
 







 

OUR STRIKES 
We have strike groups in locations across Northern Ireland: 

● Belfast 

● Derry/Londonderry 

● Enniskillen 

● Omagh 

● Portrush 

● Newry 

 

Contact us 
 

General Queries 

Twitter: @ni__scn 

Instagram: @ni.scn 

Email: ukscnni@gmail.com 

Belfast 

Twitter: @ys4cbelfast 

Instagram: @ys4cbelfast 

Facebook: Youth Strike 4 

Climate Belfast 

Derry/Londonderry 

Twitter: @ys4cderry 

Instagram: @ys4cderry 

Enniskillen 

Instagram: 

@ys4cenniskillen 

Omagh 

Twitter: @ys4comagh 

Instagram: @ys4comagh 

Portrush 

Instagram: @ys4cportrush 
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